Chemistry
Instructors:  L Blackburn,

        

  
Emails: lblackburn@paulding.k12.ga.us
Parent Information: http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us   You can get to the EPHS home page from this main site, in addition 

to Infinite Campus, for checking grades (get the app!), and the “all in one” Canvas site!

Georgia Performance Standards: https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/ScienceStandards9-12.aspx
Course: Description: Chemistry is a laboratory course that examines the basic building blocks that comprise matter.  How these building blocks interact to form various compounds is essential for all processes on Earth, both organic and inorganic. Emphasis will be placed on understanding the concepts of chemistry and then to analyze the concepts mathematically. The problem-solving skills developed in the course are transferable to many areas outside chemistry. 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Biology and 80% or higher in math.  

Required Supplies: You will need a scientific calculator (you are responsible for knowing how to work YOUR calculator- cell phones/iPad/etc. WILL NOT be used for calculations), binder to hold notes, lab sheets/homework assignments and practice problems. Students will also need pens and pencils. 
Academic Discipline: Students will need to be committed to the task. Each unit is a prerequisite to the following unit.  Once a student falls behind significantly, it is extremely difficult to catch up. The student will have to learn the previous material to proceed. The notion of “I will get a fresh start in the next unit” is not feasible. Please plan to keep up!
Student Learning: Learning is a highly individual and personal process.  There is NOTHING anyone can do to make YOU learn something.  YOU must attend to the process of learning. YOU must strive to comprehend the concepts and YOU must practice much like an athlete would practice for an athletic competition or a musician practices for a performance.  Learning is NOT a PASSIVE event, but it is a process that involves discipline, perseverance, and motivation.  Studying is your practice; the more you do, the BETTER YOU WILL PERFORM. 

Exams and Assignments: Students will be evaluated by and their final grade will be based upon exams, projects, portfolios, homework, lab reports, class participation and final examination and any other assessments deemed by the instructor. Tests will consist of a combination of questions and question types.  Objective questions address concepts and relationships.  The written portion provides the opportunity to solve a variety of problems using methods modeled in class.  Class sessions will include time for students to observe and practice solutions to selected problems.  Grades will be determined by the Paulding County Schools Grading Scale.  It is the student’s responsibility to take charge of his or her learning and to keep track of his or her grade throughout the semester. 
Recovery & Mastery Learning: Grade reflection and revision opportunities will be offered on summative assessments only. Mastery opportunity can also occur at the end of the semester; the final exam/mastery exam is broken down into the same units we tested throughout the semester—if a student does better on the unit questions on the final exam than on the original exam then points may be added to the original test grade. Tutoring will be available by all physics teachers. 
Participation and Attendance: Attendance is encouraged when healthy! You are responsible for obtaining notes, activity handouts, and any other materials given during class.  Many labs simply cannot be made up due to the availability, and degradation, of materials.  Missed labs will require a research-based option.
Make-up of Tests and Assignments:  It is your responsibility to arrange for any missed tests or assignments. It is the responsibility of the student to turn in excuses and to initiate the make up process. You must complete them as soon as possible.  A missing assignment will receive a ZERO score until it has been made up.  You will not be allowed to copy another student’s lab and turn it in for credit. Students absent the day of an exam will be expected to make up the exam as soon as possible before or after school. Make up exams MUST be prearranged.  The reason for the short turn-around is concepts build on one another and if you do not make up the missed test/assignment you will continue to get further behind. 

Deadlines: It is expected that students complete homework and submit assignments on time. Unless otherwise instructed, assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Late work will receive a loss of credit as follows: 

1 day late (-10pts)

2 days late (-20pts)

3 days late and beyond (-50%)  

Work done when a substitute is present is due that day unless otherwise stated. No late work will be accepted from a sub day.

Literacy: Reading and writing assignments will be made weekly. Some will take place in class while others will be homework.

Student Conduct:  It is expected that students will attend and be on time to every class.  It is expected that students take thorough notes and participate fully in all activities planned during each class and use class time as directed.  Working on homework for another class is not acceptable.  Playing games, listening to headphones, texting, or distracting others during class time is not acceptable.  

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism:  You are expected to complete all assignments and lab activities on your own.  While the raw data should be identical for all members of each lab group, individuals are expected to perform all calculations and answer all questions in their own words.  Copying the work of another and submitting it as your own is considered cheating and will result in no credit for that assignment. If you supply your work for someone else to use, you are also just as guilty and will received no credit for the assignment. When writing, plagiarism is taking more than 3 words from a source and not quoting and citing or taking an idea from source without proper citing. If you plagiarize a paper, you will be penalized, and that assignment will not be revisable.

Attendance & Tardies:   There is a direct relationship between academic performance and student achievement. Please be present and punctual. Tardies will be dealt as per the East Paulding High School policy. Students are also not permitted to leave the class during the first 15 minutes and the last 15 minutes of each class. 

Discipline:  Minor Offenses: Teacher-student conference, teacher-parent phone call or conference, change in seating arrangement, or teacher-issued detention.  Major Offenses: Teacher-parent phone call or conference, discipline referral to an administrator. 

Cell Phone Policy: Cell phone use for non-instructional purposes will NOT be allowed in class. Students will keep their cell phone in their book bag/purse throughout class. A discipline referral will be enacted if this policy is abused. There may be times that we may need to use cell phones for instruction (Kahoot/Google/etc.)--- those times will be clearly communicated in class. 

Good Housekeeping: The custodial staff works very hard to maintain a clean and secure learning environment each day. It is our responsibility to do so as well. Please help to return classroom supplies accordingly, pick up large pieces of paper and trash from the floor, and straighten desks at the end of the class period.

Instructional Framework: Classroom instruction at EPHS is organized to promote the workshop model, including an opening, work period, and a closing. Instruction is bell-to-bell. Learning is student-centered with the teacher functioning in the role of facilitator. State performance standards are posted and incorporated into the lesson. Students should be able to articulate the standards. Teacher feedback is specific and standards-based. Students should be on task at all times with evidence of mutual respect through all actions and dialogue. Academic integrity is expected at all times. Reading, discussion, interpretation, and writing are emphasized. Depth of Knowledge Levels and questioning are used to challenge students and enrich learning. Grades are updated regularly in the Infinite Campus electronic grade book. Please be aware of your child’s progress. Thanks!
Acknowledgement of Chemistry Syllabus & Safety Contract & Classroom Non-negotiables

I, ____________________________, have read and understand the Chemistry Syllabus for EPHS. In addition, I have also been given a copy of and read the Flinn Safety contract and I am aware of the safety precautions that must be followed in this course as outlined the contract. Since this is a lab class, I understand I should be prepared for lab everyday.  I understand that homework must be submitted when due to be considered as “on time”.  I agree to follow each of these rules and understand there will be consequences if I do not live up to these expectations.  I understand I must play an active role in setting goals and monitoring my progress in this course.  
_______________________________________

Student Signature and Date 

As a parent, I have also read and understood the Chemistry Syllabus for EPHS.  In understand that if my student does not adhere to these rules and expectations there will be consequences. In addition, I have also read and am aware of the safety precautions that my student must follow in this course as outlined in the Flinn Safety contract.  I understand that my student must be prepared for lab every day.  I understand that if I have questions or concerns, that Ms. Blackburn is available to discuss them by email at lblackburn@paulding.k12.ga.us .  I am aware I can access my child’s grade at anytime through Infinite Campus. 

______________________________________

Parent Signature and Date 

There may be times when it may be necessary for me to contact you.  Please fill in the information below. I realize the school may have information on file, but it is not always accurate. 

Name _______________________________________________________

Email Address ________________________________________________ (make sure same as in IC)
Cell Phone Number ________________________________________

Home Phone Number __________________________________________

Is there a “best” time to call? ____________________________________

Does your child have a medical condition I need to be aware of?  ____________________

Any other important information about your child I should know for them to be successful? 

Thank you for your cooperation! I am looking forward to a successful relationship with you and your child. 

Ms. Blackburn
